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PERFUMES AND  THEIR  PREPARATION.

CHAPTER XXXII.
POMADES   AND  HAIR  OILS.
THE hair, the beautiful ornament of the human body, re-
quires fat for its care and preservation, for there are but few
persons whose scalp is so vigorous that the hair can derive
sufficient nourishment from it to maintain its gloss and smooth-
ness.
Among the ancient Greeks, Romans, and Germans various
ointments were in use for the care of the hair. In Rome
there was even, as we have stated in an earlier part of the
book, a special guild of ointment-makers or unguentarii.
They employed a process for making their ointments fragrant
which resembles that of maceration in present use.
The so-called pomades (from pomum, apple) were prepared
by sticking a fine apple full of spices and placing it for a long
time in liquid fat which absorbed the odor of the spices.
In the present state of chemical science, the basis of every
pomade or hair oil is formed by some fat perfumed with aro-
matic substances and at times colored. The fats generally
used are lard, beef marrow, tallow, bears' grease, olive or al-
mond oil; some of the firmer fats receive an addition of a cer-
tain amount of paraffin, spermaceti, or wax, in order to give
the pomade greater consistence. As in the manufacture of